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An article written from a Christian Scientist's viewpoint 


Law has its origin in God , and 
■ good hiunan laws reflect God's gov¬ 
ernment. But human laws are no t 
God's law. Civil disobedience comes 
into the question when an Individ^ 

ual feels that a law of the land con¬ 

flicts with his sense of the moral 
law. This is a matter of conscience. 

The answer can only be found by 

turning unreservedly to God. And 
whatever action is taken must be 
taken under total, selfless obedience 
to God. 

Mary Baker Eddy, the Discoverer 
and Founder of Christian Science, 

* writes, “Let us respect the rights of 
conscience and the liberty of the 
sons of God, so letting our ‘modera¬ 
tion be known to all men’ ” (“Unity 
of Good,” p. 5). 

There is a wonderfully moderate, 
wise piece of advice in the Bible 
story of Jesus’ apostles, Peter and 
John. They were brought before 
the council of priests for pr ^ching 
about Jesus. It was not 
arrest for this offense. They might 
well have been classed disturbers 
of the peace. The lawyer Gamaliel 
spoke for all ages: “If this counsel 
or this work be of men, it will come 
to nought: But if it be of God, ye 
cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye 
be found even to fight against God” 
(Acts 5:38, 39). 


that. God’s law is invio kte, that 
no thing can defy it or oppose it . 

When eaciTof us acts according 
to his highest understanding of 
God’s justice, w e do not have to 
mnkpjnm- al judgments on _puLiel- 
lowmen. V/e can knQW^_j:aJher, 
that men a nd the goyernm-ejilS- of 


preaching^airs ju 
tl?$ir first 


nien, w ith all their apparent^igak- 
nesses and i neqiialijies^are^indeed._ 
subjec t to divine law, for.God is the 
sour ce of al l triie law, all true gov- 
eninie.nt__And we can know with 
assurance that obedience to God’s 
law will annul any deficiencies that 
may be inherent in civil laws or 
ordinances, or in human judgment. 

God is Love, and in Love’s per¬ 
fect control there is no credibility 
gap, no civil d isobedience, no dis¬ 
parity. 

To the proportion that we recog¬ 
nize the all-inclusive government of 
divine Love, we^,:^ ^! seeJ U perfec¬ 
tion manife>tM in ouTna^ af- 
m our perso^lS4''CS. 
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Just recently in the United States, 

' Dr. Jjaniel Eljsber^^ ^as acknowl- 
. * ecig^ tTiariie^ 'gave the so-called 
Pentagon papers to the Ne w 
Times against U.S. Si;:P«idTyfS^ 
tions. In the fluri#^m human opin¬ 
ions that raVe round the necessity 
or appropria^bness of his action, it 
is well to remei^ber Christ Jesus’ 

' admonition: “Judge not, that ye be 
not judged” (Matthew 7:1). Anger 
and moral indignation only add fuel 
to an already heated atmosphere. 
And violent partisanship has not 
been known to ’nelp restore a ra- 
: tional calm. 

But^pray_er will. help. ' 

And prayer th^tis hpnesLeppugh 
and humble enough t o lay aside 
persoMl .la\ys 

al^^ac fipns^^a n 0 . ^ ackixo-w 
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rigiitly Vvil ! help the situati on most. 
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the goodne.ss, the power, the eyer- 
preseace, and the infinite rightness 
of God, divine Mind. The prayerful ^ 
recognition that^Gpd.Jsjn^.full ebn- 
trp!i)iJ:Ijsjiniy^rse,\vin^^^^ s.till 
fears that law is^gping t.o.^e.a^^^^^ 
"^gatecl hy civil disobedienc^e. l^rayer 
" can remove a sen^]lpf 


n In her “Miscellaneous Writings” 
I Mrs. Eddy says fp. 258), “In divine 
Science, God is One and All; and, 
governing Ilimstif, He governs the 












































